Kiwanis Club of Barossa
History: Early Days
The Kiwanis Club of Barossa was established with its first meeting on July 3rd 1986 and was chartered on August 22nd 1986 with 24 members at Dorrien in the Barossa Valley, SA. The Charter Ceremony was celebrated together with the Kiwanis Australia District Convention held at the same venue and hosted by the Rostrevor Campbelltown Club.
During the 1970s there were significant increases in employment and in the number of floating personnel such as teachers, banking and winery staff. Many were interested in becoming part of the Barossa community by providing a service as volunteers.
Many opportunities to do so existed in local kindergartens, schools, aged care facilities, sports clubs, churches etc. There was a positive desire to help, to become involved and experience fellowship amongst group members and those with similar interests.
At that time there were two Rotary and two Lions Clubs, as well as an Apex Club and a Junior Chamber of Commerce (JCs). So, why then Kiwanis club, which was not as well- known as Lions or Rotary?
The Apex Club had been a very successful and strong club but with membership restricted to men under the age of forty. As more Apexians ‘retired’ many then went on to join other service clubs or served as volunteers elsewhere. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, the very strong and active Kiwanis Club of Rostrevor, with some members having Barossa heritage, undertook the challenge to establish a Kiwanis Club in the Barossa.  Past Apexians were approached, including six with experience in leadership and who had been office bearers within Apex, and still with a desire to serve their community. Thus these six, plus other members of the community signed up to enable the Kiwanis Club of the Barossa to be chartered with a membership of 24 members. At that time, it was male membership only.
The Charter of the new Kiwanis club was a celebrated achievement which required enormous effort, especially by the leaders and members of the Rostrevor Campbelltown Club who sponsored and supported our club and attended our regular meetings, guiding us over the next two years. The Barossa Club also received sponsorship from the East Landing Club in Michigan, USA, near Detroit, the number 1 club in the world.
While Kiwanis has similar codes of conduct and guiding principles as other service clubs, Kiwanis has a distinct mission: “To serve the children of the world”. Without the same strict meeting attendance regulations, Kiwanis members are more service oriented. The former Apex members came with a strong experience in leadership and management, which was an enormous asset in the early days of the new club. Leadership training for new office bearers also came from Kiwanis International to support a sound and efficient corporate structure.
The Barossa community and the children of the world have been blessed through the efforts and energy of the Kiwanis Club of the Barossa. Through the considerable work of its members and families it has been a great source of comfort to many.
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